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carries the reader, throughout his travels, interested to
follow him in the views he saw, in his observations
and pictures and in all he says about himself. The
explorer has delightful stories about himself; he speaks,
for instance, of how he was married more than once
through his voyage and had several children, how his
travels necessitated leaving his wives and children to
fates of which he knew nothing, how he was fond of
delicious food and sweet fruits, how he was able to
travel from one city to another and one country to
another, thanks to the presents he received from great
men and the donations of kings and princes, how he
once tried to induce one of the Indian Sultans to pay
his large debts by praising him in an ode he wrote, how
he was inquisitive to know the strange social habits,
such as pagan rites and mourning and marriage cere-
monies, how he saw in India the tricks of magicians
and fakirs and was horrified one day to see a magician
cut a living man to four pieces and join them after-
wards when the man was again alive. These no doubt
are some of the acts of modern jugglery the like of
which we hear in Europe. Besides these there are
many trustworthy historical passages and living pictures
of all sides of nature and general life.
Ibn Batuta spent the rest of his life quietly, asto-
nishing the society of his age with all he saw and
heard and was more than seventy years old when he
died in 775 A.H. (1374 A.D.). Ibn Batuta dictated
and did not write his travels himself. He dictated
them to Ibn Juzai, an Andalusian theologian who, like
Ibn Batuta, received the favours of Bani Marin (the
Merinide). He dictated them by the order of Sultan
Abu Enan in 756 A.H. in the .city of Fez. Ibn Juzai
describes Ibn Batuta in these words: "The Shaikh,
the theologian, the reliable traveller, the globe-trotter,
who crossed countries from all sides, who rambled
deeply impressed and travelled studying everywhere."
But the spirit of Ibn Batuta, his graceful style and his